2026 RIVERLANDS VETERAN AND MILITARY DEER HUNT

Please review the information provided below to ensure you have a full understanding of the operations of this deer hunt. For any additional inquiries, please contact the hunt coordinator using the contact information at the bottom of this document.

REGULATIONS_______________________________________________
Eligibility
Hunters must be either current active-duty military members or veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces. Applicants must possess a DoD- or VA-issued ID card to be eligible. 
All applicants must obtain a Missouri Hunting License/Permit (residents and non-residents). Permits will not be provided. Hunters must provide their own Missouri hunting permits and equipment to legally and ethically harvest whitetail in the state of Missouri. Hunters born on or after January 1, 1967 must also have a hunter education card. Firearms used must meet MDC regulations found at https://mdc.mo.gov/hunting-trapping/seasons/deer-firearms-november-portion. Documentation and equipment will be inspected prior to the hunt.
Dates and Locations 
The hunt will take place November 17-19th at designated blinds located within Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary. Hunting will only be allowed from these designated blinds, which are located away from wetland and marsh habitat in order to minimize impacts to migratory birds.
Applications
Applications are due no later than August 31, 2026. Applications can be submitted digitally via the online registration form at https://www.mtrf.org/deer-hunt/,by email at tyler.j.goble@usace.army.mil, or in-person at the Rivers Project Office. Printable copies can be requested by email at tyler.j.goble@usace.army.mil or can be picked up as a paper copy at the Rivers Project Office.
A total of five applicants will be selected to harvest one deer of either sex each (a maximum of five total deer will be harvested for the entire hunt).
A public drawing will be held on September 2 at 9:00 a.m. at the Rivers Project Office parking lot. Attendance is not required, and all applicants will be notified of their status the same day. Applicants will be given 48 hours from the time that they are contacted to secure their spot by phone or email. After 48 hours, the spot will be forfeited.
Safety Meeting
All selected applicants are required to attend a mandatory pre-hunt safety and information meeting on November 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 


Closures and Ecological Impact
Portions of Riverlands may be closed to the public during the hunt to ensure visitor safety. Details of any closures will be made publicly available prior to the hunt.
This hunt has been designed to minimize impacts to other wildlife in the sanctuary, including migratory species. Blinds will be located away from marsh and wetland habitat used by migrating birds, and only nontoxic, lead-free ammunition will be allowed. 
This hunt is part of the Riverlands Deer Management Plan, which was adapted to address negative impacts from deer overpopulation on habitat restoration efforts at the sanctuary and the potential spread of disease within the deer herd. Deer over-browsing significantly impacts native habitats due to deer’s preference for native species over non-native ones, reducing native plant populations, regeneration, and diversity. 
Hunting will be conducted with an understanding of ethical harvesting practices and knowledge of state and federal regulations.
[bookmark: _Hlk235024250]Accommodations
Hunters requiring accessibility accommodations may contact the hunt coordinator using the contact information located at the bottom of this document.

CONTACT INFORMATION______________________________________________
Paper applications can be emailed to tyler.j.goble@usace.army.mil or delivered in-person to the following address:
Riverlands Project Office
301 Riverlands Way
West Alton, MO 63386
Online applications can be completed in lieu of paper applications at https://www.mtrf.org/deer-hunt/
[bookmark: _Hlk235192472]For questions, please contact the hunt coordinator, Tyler Goble, at the Riverlands Project Office by calling (636) 899-2600, or by email at tyler.j.goble@usace.army.mil.


